Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures

General Education Curriculum (GEC)

Request for Course Approval: NELC 380
This course meets the general principles of the GEC Model Curriculum and the specific goals of the Arts and Humanities Cultures and Ideas sub-category by introducing students to the cultural wealth and diversity of South Asia India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka) through the study of everyday life, as viewed from a variety of academic perspectives, in this important region.  Students will learn about how members of the culturally, religiously, and professionally diverse population of this important region experience, manage, and find meaning in their everyday lives. Anthropologists, historians, folklorists, and scholars of religion, media and cultural studies all contribute different insights on this subject. The broad-ranging essay collection of Mines and Lamb, (eds.), Everyday Life in South Asia, will ground the course, balanced with readings on contemporary folklore in everyday use and several recent documentary and feature films.  Students will thereby develop abilities to understand how the cultural bases underlying everyday life in the region influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.
Expected Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will have familiarized themselves with a general picture of South Asian societies and cultures, from written case studies and sample documentary films, and will have had practice in interpreting indigenous folk narratives told in local contexts and international feature films as two kinds of artistic representations of social settings and groups.  Thus will thus develop abilities to analyze, appreciate, and interpret major forms of human thought and expression.
Course Assessment Plan for NELC 380

NELC 380 will be critically assessed in order to determine how well it is meeting the general principles and specific General Learning Objectives of the Arts and Humanities category of the General Education Curriculum. Assessment will take place after the first quarter in which the course is taught and thereafter biennially.

The following procedures and indicators will be used in assessing the course:

1)  Student evaluations, both the quantitative SEI and the narrative departmental SRT

2)  Written report of class visit by peer evaluator

3)  Portfolio of sample student work

4)  Review of current exams and paper topics

5)  Review of course syllabi for each iteration of the course by NELC’s Undergraduate Studies Committee. 

6)  Biennial assessment report to be submitted to ASC summarizing the results of the course assessment. 

Items 3-5 will be maintained on file in the Department so that the progress of the course can be monitored and evaluated across time as the course evolves and to enable the department to address any major concerns or drift from the established goals and standards.
